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Street, on Friday the loth of December, 1689 ; and after-
wards was hanged in chains, in the sixty-fourth year of his
age, on Bagshot Heath,

JACK BIRD

A Highwayman who boxed an EarVs Chaplain for Twenty
Guineas.  Executed ilth of Marck> 1690

notorious malefactor was born at Stamford, in
JL Lincolnshire, of very honest parents, by whom, after
he had been at school to learn reading, writing and ac-
counts, he was put apprentice to a baker at Godmanchester,
near Huntington. He had not served three years before
he ran away from his master, came to Lincoln, and enlisted
in the foot-guards. While he was in the army he was at the
Siege of Maestricht, under the command of the Duke of
Monmouth, who was General of the English Forces in the
Low Countries.
Here he was reduced to such necessities as are common
to men who engage themselves to kill one another for a
groat or fivepence a day. This occasioned him to run away
from his colours, and fly to Amsterdam, where he stole a
piece of silk off a stall ; for which fact he was apprehended,
and dragged before a magistrate. The effect of this was a
commitment to the rasp-house, where he was put to hard
labour, such as rasping logwood, and other drudgeries, for
a twelvemonth.
As Jack had never been used to work, he fainted under
the sentence, though to little purpose ; for his taskmasters,
imputing it to a stubborn laziness, inflicted a severer punish-
ment upon him, the manner of which was as follows. He
was chained down to the bottom of a dry cistern by one
foot; immediately upon which, several cocks were set a-
running into it, and he was obliged to pump for his life. The
cistern was much deeper than he was high ; so that if the
water had prevailed he must inevitably have been drowned,
without relief or pity. Jack was very sensible of his danger,
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